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CNS0501 SecDef announces Harns for appoi ntnent to vice,
assi gnnment as CNET

Secretary of Defense Donald H Runsfeld announced recently
that the President has nom nated Navy Rear Adm Alfred G
Harnms Jr., for appointnent to the grade of vice admral and
assignment as chief of Naval Education and Training in
Pensacola, Fla. Harnms is currently serving as director,
Assessnment Division, N81, office of the Chief of Naval

Oper ati ons, Pentagon, Washi ngton, D.C.
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Rear Admral Alfred G Harns Jr.

United States Navy

Director, Assessnent Division (N31)
Ofice of the Chief of Naval Operations

Rear Admral Alfred G Harnms Jr., is a native of
central Illinois and a graduate of the University of
[1linois where he was conm ssioned through the Naval ROIC
programin 1971. He assuned duties in Novenber 2000 as the
director, assessnent division (N81), office of the Chief of
Naval Qperations.

Designated a naval flight officer in 1972 and trained
in the A-6 Intruder, Harnms' operational sea tours include
two WESTPAC depl oynents in VA-145 aboard USS RANGER ( CV-
61), and both Mediterranean Sea and I ndi an Ccean
depl oynments in VA-176 aboard USS | NDEPENDENCE ( CV-62).
Additionally, he served as executive officer in USS
ENTERPRI SE (CVN-65) follow ng conpletion of the Navy's
Nucl ear Power program

Command experience includes tours as comandi ng
of ficer of Attack Squadron 75 aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY
(CVv-67), commandi ng officer of the anphibious dock
transport USS SHREVEPORT (LPD-12), commandi ng of ficer of
the nucl ear-powered aircraft carrier USS NIM TZ ( CVN- 68)
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and commander, Carrier Air G oup THREE/ Comrander, Carl
Vinson Battle Group during conmbat operations in support of
Qper ati ons Desert Fox and Sout hern Wt ch.

Shore and staff assignnments include Naval ROTC
Instructor at Texas A&M University, distinguished graduate
of the Naval Test Pilot School w th subsequent service as
an ordnance devel opnent/advanced technol ogy test project
officer at the Naval Air Test Center, and graduate of the
NATO Defense College in Rone, Italy. Harnms' first Flag
O ficer assignment was as deputy director of Operations at
US Central Conmand in Tanpa, Fla. He recently served as
Deputy Conmander in Chief and Chief of Staff for the U S
Pacific Fleet.

Har ns' decorations include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, Legion of Merit (four awards), Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (two

awar ds) and nunerous ot her personal and unit conmendati ons.
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CNS0502 Qperation UPLINK brings NAVHOSP Sail ors closer to
honme, by JOL Maria Christina Mercado, Naval
Hospital Pensacol a

PENSACOLA, Fla. - Long distance tel ephone calls to famly
and friends of Naval Hospital (NH) Pensacola Sailors and
patients will be easier thanks to a generous donation from
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW.

Retired Arny Col onel John Crane, chief of staff for
the VFWs District One, made a special trip to the NH
recently to present 300 pre-paid calling cards to Sailors
and patients at the hospital. He officially presented the
cards to Capt. Robert D. Hufstader, the hospital’s
commandi ng of ficer.

“This is a magnificent gift fromthe VFWand w ||
undoubt edly be well received by our Sailors and patients,”
says Huf st ader.

The tel ephone cards were given to the hospital through
the VFWs ‘Qperation Uplink’ programthat is designed to
hel p active duty service nenbers and hospitalized veterans
ease the loneliness of separation by providing thema
practical, and | ess expensive, way of calling hone.

“More than 200,000 cards have already been distributed
to U S. troops in Bosnia, Germany, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Korea and Al aska, as well as in a nunber of mlitary
hospitals and installations throughout the states,” says
Cr ane.

During his visit, Crane toured the NH and personally
distributed 25 of the tel ephone cards to hospital corpsnen
working in the new Qutpatient Cinic.

“I"’mgoing to call ny Dad,” says Hospital nan M chael
James. “He is in the hospital back hone and I’mgoing to
use (the tel ephone card) to call him?”

The cards will be given to junior Sailors in need, and
for newy reporting personnel as a neans to call hone and
| et | oved ones know they arrived safely,” says Master Chief



Jour nal i st Randy Kafka, the hospital’s conmand naster
chi ef.
‘“QOperation Uplink’ is funded by donations from
i ndi vi dual s and VFW nenbers around the gl obe. For nore
i nformation contact your |ocal VFWor the organi zation's
website at http://ww. vfw org/ home. shtnl.
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CNS 0503 MORE THAN 60 LBS. OF ‘ POP- TABS' DONATED TO LOCAL
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

| NGLESI DE, Texas - “Mne Warfare Center of Excellence”
Sail ors, aboard Naval Station (NAVSTA) Ingl eside, Texas,
have been coll ecting “pop-tabs” fromsoda cans for the past
several nonths. Cndr. Janes Looby, NAVSTA Ingl eside’s
chapl ai n, has spearheaded the effort. Looby and RP3
Esparanza Waterman, of the Chaplain's Ofice, recently
brought nore than 60 pounds of these “pop-tabs” to the
Ronal d McDonal d House in Corpus Christi, Texas. The Ronald
McDonal d House provides a "home-away-from hone" for the
famlies of seriously ill children receiving treatnent at
near by hospitals. The nearly 90,000 tabs coll ected, when
recycled, can pay for nore than an entire day of
el ectricity needed to keep the Ronald McDonal d House
running. “Mne Warfare Center of Excellence” Sailors
continue to collect pop-tabs. Note: 57 pounds will pay for
a day of electricity for the facility.

- USN-
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CNS0504 New UTI treatnent for wonen only a phone call
away; Navy programpilot-tested at NH Pensacol a
by Jan Davis, BUMED

PENSACOLA, Fla. - Infections of the urinary tract are

common -- only respiratory infections occur nore often.

But, according to Departnent of Defense statistics, nore

than 120,000 patient visits were made to mlitary treatnent

facilities to get treatnment for urinary tract infections

(uTl).

Wnen are especially prone to UTI. One woman in five
devel ops a urinary tract infection during her lifetinme, and
many have recurrences.

Now, thanks to a Navy-funded pilot programtested at
Naval Hospital (NH) Pensacola, wonen from ages 18 to 55 who
get their health care fromthe Mlitary Health System ( MHS)
may have a new option for getting treatnment for their UTI -
- and it's only a tel ephone call away.

Three hundred wonmen who call ed to nake appoi nt nments
because of UTI synptons were given the option of seeing a
health care provider or talking to one over the tel ephone
to di agnose and get nedication for the infection. About
hal f the wonen chose the tel ephone for its conveni ence and
i mredi acy.

"The pilot program had great results,” says Cndr. Rick
Stoermann, MC, a coordinator of the pilot programat NH
Pensacol a. "Qur patients got quicker treatnent, and our
study results show that it was just as safe and effective
as comng into the clinic or visiting the energency room"

Wnen were prescribed three days of antibiotics that
are very effective agai nst nost UTI.

However, warns Stoermann: "This tel ephone option isn't
for everyone.”

"Wonen who have ot her synptons not consistent with
UTlI, or who aren't in the target popul ation are asked to
make an appoi ntnment. The study hel ped us devel op strict



gui delines for our healthcare providers to nake sure the
t el ephone option is the nost sensible option for the
patient."

Wnmen who have suffered fromUTls will tell you that
t he sooner they can get treatnent, the better. Synptons can
be unconfortable, including a frequent urge to urinate, a
pai nful burning in the area of the bladder during
urination, and an overall tired, shaky, washed out feeling.
Some may even feel pain when not urinating.

Utimately, all nedical facilities in the Departnent
of Defense and Veterans Adm nistration will have the
t el ephone treatnent option for UTlI, using the guidelines
established by the pilot programat NH Pensacol a.

The programis al so being used at three of Naval
Hospital’s 12 Branch Medical dinics: Naval Air Station
VWhiting Field and Naval Air Technical Training Center, both
in northwest Florida, and at New Oleans. It likely wll
find its way to other nedical facilities throughout the
country.

The data shows NH Pensacola nurses in the Famly
Practice and Internal Medicine clinics provided quicker,
efficient and safe care for these patients while reducing
by 60 percent the nunber of patients needing to see a
physi ci an, says Stoermann. NH Pensacol a records about
2,000 UTI cases annually.

The new option has the potential of saving noney --
enough to fund 10 full-tinme health care professionals —
al l owi ng physicians time to see the nore difficult cases
and a real patient satisfier, says Stoernann.

Nurses in the Fam |y Practice and Internal Medicine
clinics, Lt. Cndr. Sally Dupre and Lt. Charlotte Senpl e,
were instrunental in providing the triage service to
patients and gathering the information to be included in
t he study.



NH Pensacola is in the infancy stages of gathering
data, which nay be hel pful in developing simlar tel ephone
treatment options for sinusitis and otitis nedia (ear

aches).
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CNS0505 Robi nette selected NTTC Corry Station SOY for
2000, Sandra Bansener, NITC PAO

PENSACOLA, Fla. - CTOL(SW Ronald K. Robinette, a CTO Basic

School and Navy Integrated Cryptol ogic Communi cati ons

Systenms (NI CCS) course instructor is Sailor of the Year for

2000 at Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC), Corry

Station.

“I amextrenely proud of him” says CTOCM David L
Surrell, Basic Technol ogy division | eading chief petty
officer. “During normal working hours he successfully

conpl eted a six-week NI CCS course graduating with honors.
During the evening shift he taught CTO Basic School,
totaling 16-hour days for a six-week period.”

Robi nette enlisted in the Navy in January 1992.
Fol |l ow ng basic training, he reported to NTTC Corry Station
for CTO “A” school. After graduating with honors, he
reported to NSGA Rota, Spain, in August 1992.

In February 1996 he conpl eted Tactical Intelligence
“C’ school at Corry Station then returned to Rota for
anot her tour as a Surface Direct Support operator. He has
been in his present assignnment since April 1999.

“Petty Oficer Robinette personifies the total Sail or
concept,” says Basic Technology Division Oficer CWA4
Douglas A. Jones. “He is totally dedicated to m ssion

acconpl i shnent regardl ess of personal sacrifice. Above al



he has the ornate ability to make his subordi nates and
famly nmenbers feel that they are his nunmber one priority.”

“Robinette is the type of instructor who “A” school
students renenber by nane ...and will still renmenber 20
years fromnow,” added CTOCS M chael W Meyer, N CCS course
manager .

Robi nette’s personal awards and decorations include:
Navy and Marine Corps Achi evenent Medal (2), Joint
Meritorious Unit Award (2), Navy Unit Comrendati on Ri bbon,
Navy Meritorious Unit Conmendation, Navy “E’, Navy Good
Conduct Medal (2), National Defense Service Medal, Arned
Forces Expeditionary Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Sea
Servi ce Depl oynent Ri bbon (3), Navy/Marine Corps Overseas
Servi ce Ri bbon (3), and NATO Medal .

- USN-
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CNS0506 Sout h Dakota ESCR receives TRI-Service Education
at NCTC, @l fport, Mss., by Bonnie L. MGCerr,
NCTC GP PAO

GULFPORT, M ss. - Recently, the Seabees, Soldiers and

Ai rman of Naval Construction Training Center (NCTC),

@Qul fport were hosts to nenbers of the South Dakota chapter

of the Enployer Support for the Guard and Reserve (ESGR).

ESGR i s an organi zation chartered by the Departnent of

Defense to keep private industry enployers inforned of the

need for, and inportance of, National Guard and Reserve

per sonnel .

Sout h Dakota’s ESGR nmenbershi p enconpasses busi nessnen
and wonen in a variety of career fields that includes high
school principals, bank executives, state comittee
representatives and busi ness entrepreneurs, as well as the
Adj ut ant CGeneral and State Command Sergeant Mjor of the
Sout h Dakota National Guard.

After a welconme from NCTC s executive officer and
fell ow South Dakotan, Lt. Cndr. Mark Van VI eck, NCTC s
Qperations Oficer, Lt. j.g. Heather Walton gave the
visitors a command brief. Recruitnment and retention
statistics relayed during the brief turned into an
excel l ent springboard for a group discussion on tri-service
recrui tment issues and retention concerns.

At the conclusion of the question and answer session,
the ESGR nenbers went for a wal king tour of the Steelworker

and Bui | der school houses | ed by NCTC s Charlie Conpany



Commander, COANX2 Terry Knapp. Wile on tour, the group had
the opportunity to talk with carpentry and steel worker
students about life in today’s mlitary. The students and
staff were pleased at the | evel of interest displayed by
the visitors and encourage others to call and set up a tour
so that they too can see what training facilities and
opportunities NCTC has to offer.

- USN-
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CNS0507 P3 Crewnenber gets heroes wel cone, throws out
first pitch at Chicago Cubs Gane, by JOB Jessica
Pearce, NTC Public Affairs Ofice

GREAT LAKES, Ill. - Several G eat Lakes Sailors were anong

those greeting CTR3 Jereny Crandall, of Loves Park, Ill., a

crewnenber of the EP-3E plane held in China, as he was

wel coned hone, Monday, April 16, at O Hare Internationa

Ai rport.

Crandall is one of the 22 Sailors, one Air Force
menber and one Marine, on the EP-3E plane detained by the
Chi nese after the controversial April 1 md-air collision.

The young Sailor, who turned 20 the day before the
i nci dent, was renmarkably conposed when greeted with
fl ashi ng canmeras and m crophones as he debarked the plane
from Seattle. He doesn’t mnd the attention, saying, “the
Aneri can peopl e brought nme hone, if they want to hear ny
story, I'mwlling to tell it.”

He spoke candidly with the reporters gathered at the
ai rport, saying that he did not consider hinself a hero,
just a proud service nenber doing his job. Crandall told
reporters what happened during the collision, and just
after.

“l could see the other plane, we were wingtip to
W ngti p—he was close,” Crandall said. “Lt. (Shane) Osborne
is the hero here, he kept it together, kept cool and saved
23 ot her people.”

After the initial contact, Crandall said the crew was
“shocked. | kept thinking ‘am| going to die? | was saying
prayers and maki ng peace.”

Crandal | said the crew of the downed pl ane kept
t hensel ves entertained whil e detained by playing card ganes
and comng up with action figures for each nenber of the
crew. Because he was the youngest nenber, the “baby” of
the group, Crandall’s figure was an upsi de down parachute
with a diaper bag. The crew was all-pretty cl ose, Crandall



says, so it wasn't too hard. The worst part, he said, was
t hat he knew where he was, “and that scared ne.”

Crandal | said the crew was treated well, despite
interrogated twice, for a total of about two and a half to
three hours. He was gl ad when the crew departed China.

“As soon as we got back into international airspace,

we all went crazy," he said. Sone of the crewrenbers
"l ooked back to nake sure we didn’'t have any escorts, but
we were all relieved and happy."

Crandal | was a nonth short of qualifying to earn his
air crew w ngs, but when he landed in Hawaii his senior
chief took the wings off his own uniform and pinned them
on Crandall’s, saying that he had earned them

"l1've got nmy wings of gold now," he showed reporters.

ENCM SW DV) Scott Kinglsey and a contingent of G eat
Lakes Sailors presented Crandall with command coins from
Naval Training Center, Geat Lakes as a wel cone hone from
the Navy famly.

"It was good to see the support from Great Lakes,"
Crandal | sai d.

Congressman Donal d Manzul |l o, who represents the 16th
Congressional District fromlllinois, was also at the
airport to wel cone the Sail or hone.

“l never expected what happened to happen, that he
woul d be held over there. But sonetines it takes
unfortunate incidents like this to realize how precious our

mlitary really is,”™ Manzullo said. The congressman went
on to praise the ability of the crew to execute the orders
of the pilot, which he said was “nothing | ess than heroic.”
Crandal | has received some unexpected benefits from
the coverage of the incident. On the plane from Seattl e,
the pilot announced to the rest of the passengers that
Crandal | was onboard, upgraded himto first class and asked

himto autograph his ticket.



Crandal | says that he doesn’t think there is any
reason for the American governnment to apol ogi ze to the
Chi nese, saying the crew didn’t do anything wong. He al so
says he is nore than willing to go back to flying his
m ssi ons.

“I'f my country's President feels we should go back up
there, 1'Il support him”

Crandall was given 30-days |l eave to spend with his
famly. On Tuesday, April 17, a rally was held in his
honor at North Boone H gh School near Rockford, Ill., where
he graduated in 1999. He was also invited to be the guest
of honor at a reception hosted by the City of Loves Park
and | ocal veterans groups.

On Wednesday, April 18, Crandall was asked to throw
out the first pitch at the Chicago Cubs home gane. The
Naval Hospital Corps School Color Guard from G eat Lakes
provi ded honors at the gane, as well.
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CNS0508 MMC s fire fighting instructors teach state-of-
the-art shipboard fire fighting nethods, by
Francoi se Ki eschni ck, PAO NAVSTA I ngl esi de

| NGLESI DE, Texas - The M ne Warfare Training Center's Fire

Fighting Trai ner now has a snoke generator used in

simul ating a shi pboard snoke environnent. This is a

recently added capability that is unique to fire fighting

training facilities in the South Texas region.

The fire fighting facility provides state-of-the-art
training in shipboard fire fighting techni ques, danage
contai nment, and conpartnent investigation nethods.
Instructors al so teach use of thermal inaging devices -- a
hand- hel d, battery-powered device used in pinpointing not
only the source of a fire and hot spots, but also victins
caught in a snoke-filled environnent. Thermal i naging
devices allow for precise fire fighting in snoke-filled
ti ght shipboard spaces.
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CNS0509 Local Groups Hope to Build Better Citizens, by
DCl1 Peter J. Lutz, NAVSTA Ingl eside

| NGLESI DE, Texas - Better citizenship was the order of the
day as three organi zations with a conmon goal net at A C.
Blunt M ddle School in Aransas Pass, Texas, recently. Two
events were scheduled to help neet this goal. The first was
a denonstration of proper etiquette to the United States
flag, held for the benefit of sixth- and seventh-grade
students. The second was a recruitnent drive for the newy
approved Navy Junior ROTC unit at Aransas Pass Hi gh School
(APHS), staged for the eighth-graders.

The cerenoni al col or guard unit from Shore inter-
medi ate Mai ntenance Activity (SIMA) Ingleside perforned the
flag etiquette denonstration. Under the guidance of
YN1(SW AW Hank Harris, the unit assenbl ed outside the
gymmasi um to begin the parade of the colors. As the first
menber entered with the National Ensign, the seated
students rose as one in a nmass show of respect. The col or
guard stood in formation after Harris posted the colors and
took his place at the podi um

Harris guided his unit through the steps of properly
folding the flag. Then his voice took on a different, nore
sentinmental note as he began to recite the patriotic tone
poem "Ad Gory." The remaini ng nenbers, standing single-
file, performed a solemly choreographed show of passing
the folded flag dowmn the Iine. Following this, four
students were chosen fromthe audience to test their flag-
folding skills.

In his final remarks, Harris addressed the assenbly on
a personal note. Stating his various reasons for joining
the Navy, the 12-year veteran urged the students to
consi der Navy enlistnent.

"It's an adventure,” he said. "Don't even think about

it as a job."



Dr. Carl A. Montoya, senior director of Support
Servi ces, Aransas Pass | ndependent School District, and
Virgil Anderson, principal of Blunt, staged the second
event. A representative of the Navy Junior ROTC unit from
Roy MIler Hi gh School, NCC(AWNAC) Geg MIler, presented
the information to the students, since Naval Science
I nstructors have not yet been hired for Aransas Pass
Hi gh's Navy Junior ROIC unit.

Mont oya spearheaded the effort to get the Navy Juni or
ROTC in Aransas Pass and said he was very excited to have
the program since APHS was one of fewin the area to get
approved. Mntoya said that he wants the programto give an
opportunity to all students fromall walks of life.

"The kids will gain | eadership and denocratic ideals,"
Mont oya said. "They'll get exposure beyond the classroom
and learn what's out there in the real world."

MIler's remarks echoed Montoya's. "Navy Juni or ROTC
creates a sense of citizenship, of belonging," MIller said.
He added that, at Roy MIler H gh School, Navy Junior ROTC
is areal drawing card for the students. "Sone Kkids
woul dn't even be in school if it weren't for Navy Junior
ROTC -- this is where they get i medi ate acceptance, both
from peers and upperclassnmen.” The M|l er Navy Junior ROTC
unit has volunteered to assist the newy founded unit in
Aransas Pass.

Virgil Anderson, principal of Blunt, said he was very
i npressed also with the Navy's role in the cerenony. He
added that the students were very receptive of the

presentation. "W' ve gotten a |lot of applications (for the

program, "’

he sai d.
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CNS0510 USS Carl Vinson CVBG Visit to NTC Prepares
Sailors for First Deploynent, by JOC Rhonda
Bur ke, NTC Public Affairs
GREAT LAKES, Ill. (NW5) - The fleet canme to Naval Training
Center (NTC) in Great Lakes, Ill., recently to neet Sailors
heading to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Battle G oup and
prepare themfor duty at their first command.

Representatives fromthe aircraft carriers, USS
PRI NCETON (CG 59), USS ANTI ETAM (CG 54), USS O KANE ( DDG
77), USS SACRAMENTO (ACE 1) and Sea Control Squadron 29,
visited NTC G eat Lakes, greeting Sailors with orders to
their conmands. They al so had an opportunity to w tness
first-hand the process by which young nmen and wonen are
turned into Sailors at Recruit Trai ning Command and Service
School Conmmand, G eat Lakes.

“This is an incredibly val uabl e experience to have
the opportunity to neet with Sailors early on before they
report to their commands,” said Rear Adm Thomas Zel i bor,
commander, Carrier Air G oup THREE.

The initiative was piloted by the USS ENTERPRI SE ( CVN
65) battle group in Decenber 2000 as part of workup
procedures for a schedul ed depl oynent.

The group will also visit with detailers at Naval
Personnel Command in MIlington, Tenn., before headi ng back
to their honeports in Bremerton, Wash., and San Di ego.

“Just looking in their eyes, | can tell, it is good
for themto know that there are people out there that care
about them” said CMDMC(SWAW M ke WIlianms of CARL
VINSON. “It gets these Sailors off to a good start as they
report to their first command and head out on their first
deploynment. It’s a win-wn situation for both the Sailors
and the command.”

Sail ors had the opportunity to neet with their
commandi ng of fi cer and conmand seni or enlisted personnel.
During the small group sessions, they could ask the



guestions weighing on their mnds about their new duty
station. Questions ranged fromwhat to expect in terns of
daily routine, the honeport area, transferring famly
menbers and househol d goods to what to bring on board and
how t o pursue off duty educational opportunities.

“I had a I ot of ny questions answered,” said EMFN
Jereny Robinson, of Tifton, Ga., who will graduate from
El ectricians Mate “A’ School in a couple of weeks and then
report to CARL VINSON. “It really helped nme out and |I'm
very excited to get there.”

Wllianms said the visit is good for conmand | eadership
because it gives theman opportunity to see what these
Sail ors have | earned at G eat Lakes and see how noti vated
they are to get out to the fleet.

“Sonetimes we forget what it was |like to be heading
out to our first command, our first ship,” WIlians said.
“It reinforces that these Sailors are eager to get to their
first conmand and do their job in the fleet.” He added the
visit was another way the Navy is show ng Sail ors how
val uabl e they are to the m ssion.

Seaman Apprentice C.D. Roff, of O eveland, Chio, said

t he experience was great because it enabled himto get his

guestions answered by the people he will be working for.
“Usual Iy, when you ask a question you hear, ‘in ny
experience, or on ny |ast ship,’” but here, | got to ask

those questions to the people who know what ny experience
will be Iike,” Roff said. “Now, when |"mon leave, |I'I| be
able to explain to ny famly exactly where I’ m goi ng and
what 1’1l be doing. My nromwi |l be relieved by that.”

WIllians believes that in addition to getting val uabl e
information to these Sailors, they will now al so be able to
mat ch names and faces when they report on board.

“I think it will make the process of reporting |ess
frightening now that they have net |eaders in the conmand,”
WIllianms said.



Seaman Donte East, of Houston, Texas, agreed. “W can
be well prepared now when we report aboard. | know exactly
what to bring and what to expect.”

Zel i bor said he was particularly inpressed with the
notivation of the Sailors he net. “I think a programlike
this will help the Navy in retention and attrition of
first-term Sailors.”

The Sailors due to report to the battle group were
encouraged to visit each conmand’ s web page and to e-nai
their conmmand naster chiefs and sponsors for nore
i nformation.

- USN-
- USN-
- USN-
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CNSO511 SHI(SWAW Karin D. Sylvia naned CNET SOY, by JO2
Eileen M N Kelly, CNET PAO staff journali st

PENSACOLA, Fla. - Petty Oficer First Cass Karin D. Sylvia
catches her breath as she receives the honor of selection
as Chief of Naval Education and Training's Sailor of the
Year 2000 at the MIlitary Menbers of the Year Banquet,
recently, at National Museum of Naval Avi ation aboard Naval
Air Station Pensacola. The announcenent was preceded by a
testi mony of courage and | eadership by Master Chief
Hospital Corpsman (Air Warfare/ Surface Warfare/ Fl eet Marine
Force) Janes G Parlier, conmmand naster chief aboard the
Arl ei gh Burke-cl ass destroyer the USS COLE (DDG 67), when
the ship was attacked by terrorists Oct. 12, 2000 while
refueling in Yenen. Master Chief Boatswain Mate (Surface
Warfare) G egory M Pratt, CNET Force Master Chief
announced Sylvia's selection.

In an interview after the award presentation, Sylvia

said she felt the way she believes [the actress] Julia

Roberts may have felt receiving her Gscar, "I wanted to say
"Hold that stick, sir. | wll never be up here again and |
have a | ot of people to thank.' | want everyone to know

that I am standi ng anong out standi ng individuals. |
woul dn't be here receiving this honor w thout the support
frommy daughter, Stephanie. | hope I've taught her the

goal -setting and deci sive decision-making skills I've



| ear ned t hroughout ny Navy career--which is why she is at
school and not here with ne today."

Sylvia, a ship's serviceman who is dual warfare
qualified in both enlisted Surface and Aviation Warfare is
assigned to Fleet Training Center, Norfolk, Va. She is a
Cross Utilized Certified Instructor in two ship's
servi ceman courses and is serving as a board nenber for the
Pilot Course of the Ship's Store Afl oat Senior Refresher
Course. Sylvia qualified as a Master Training Specialist
(MFS) in August 2000 and was chosen by the Curricul um and
I nstructional Standards Departnent to becone an MIS
qualifier.

Syl via was sel ected from anong Naval Education and
Trai ning Command's top seven Sailors. She represents nore
t han ni ne host commands, 17 nedical and dental commands, 22
detachments, 27 overseas renote sites, 35 school houses, 166
direct reporting activities and 13,734 Sailors. As the
2000 CNET Sailor of the Year, she travels to Washi ngton,
D.C., to conpete for the Navy Shore Sail or of the Year,
whi ch is schedul ed to be announced by the Chief of Naval
Qperations in My.

Sylvia was born in Lake Station, Ind. A graduate of
Thomas Edi son H gh School, Sylvia was enployed in the
civilian sector for two years prior to joining the service.
In 1982, she enlisted in the Navy and reported to Recruit

Training Center, Olando, Fla. Immedi ately follow ng basic



training, she attended Seanan Apprentice training as an
undesi gnat ed seanan, upon graduation she reported to Naval
Magazi ne Lual ualei, Hawaii. After being onboard two years
assigned to the adm nistrative departnent, Sylvia was
selected to attend Ship's Serviceman "A" School in
Meridian, Mss. Sylvia, earning the recognition of class
honor graduate, received accel erated advancenent privil eges
and was pronoted to Ship's Serviceman third class, July
1985, accepting assignnent to the Supply departnment of the
Naval Home, Gulfport, M ss.

Sylvia reported to the Sales and Service Division
onboard the USS LEXI NGTON ( AVT 16), Pensacola, Fla., in
Oct ober 1986. Whiile onboard she attended Ship's Servicenman
Bar ber "C' School and Ship's Store Afl oat Resal e Operations
Managenent User Course. The 19-year Navy veteran advanced
to second class petty officer, Novenber 1989, and was hand
sel ected as Sal es and Services Leading Petty Oficer (LPO
by her division officer. Sylvialed 28 Sailors, serving as
the LPO, until the LEXINGTON s deconm ssi oni ng when she was
advanced to first class petty officer, July 1991.

In Cctober 1991, Sylvia volunteered for recruiting
duty and was assigned to Naval Recruiting District
I ndi anapolis, Ind. She was board selected as a Recruiter-
i n-Charge of a medium station, one of five within the
recruiting zone. Following recruiter duty, February 1995,

Sylvia attended Ship's Store Afl oat Resal e Operation



Managenent Supervi sor Course "C' School. Upon graduation
she was assigned as the Retail Supervisor and Cash
Col | ection Agent onboard the USS YELLOASTONE ( AD 41).
Followi ng a brief tour at Fleet Assist Team NorfolKk,
Va., she reported onboard the aircraft carrier USS JOHN F.
KENNEDY (CV 67) in Decenber 1996. As supply Depart nent
Car eer Counsel or, she was responsible to nore than 300
personnel, including augnentees to the KENNEDY during her
1997 Mediterranean deploynent. 1In 18 nonths, Sylvia
processed nore than 60 Supply Departnent reenlistnents.
Prior to reporting to Fleet Training Center
(FLETRACEN), Norfolk in January 1999, Sylvia conpleted the
Instructor Training Course. Her qualifications provide
FLETRACEN added flexibility; she serves as Instructor,
Curricul um Devel opnent Manager and Educational Techni cal
I n-Service Training
During her assignnments at sea, Sylvia achieved
qualification in both enlisted Surface and Avi ation
Warfare. She holds four Navy Enlisted O assifications,
i ncluding 3111, 3122, 9585, and 9502. Her personal awards
i ncl ude the Navy and Mari ne Corps Achi evenent Medal (three
awar ds), Good Conduct Medal, (five awards), Mlitary
Qut st andi ng Vol unteer Service Medal, and various other unit
and personal awards.
The Sail or of the Year Programrecognizes the very

best all-around Sailors from pay grades E-6 and bel ow



Nom nees are judged on their sustained superior
performance, duty assignnments, |eadership, self-
i nprovenent, command or community invol venent, and
appear ance.

"I"'mvery honored to be selected CNET Sail or of the

Year," said Sylvia. "I amvery proud to part of this
conpetition with the other Sailors of the Year. They are
all outstanding individuals and I hope to see themout in
the fleet all wearing khakis,"” said the dual warfare
qualified Sailor.

If selected as the Navy Shore Sailor of the Year, she
wll be nmeritoriously advanced to chief petty officer.

"When | think about it, the nost inportant part of ny
career was while attached to the LEXI NGTON- being hand
sel ected as the LPO of ny division. It gave ne great pride
to know ny supervisor trusted ne. | |earned the nost then.
| was |eft to make decisions, right or wong, | understood
that the responsibility lay on nmy shoulders. | |earned why
setting goals was inportant, for nme and for those Sailors
who worked for ne. | learned to be a goal setter and how

to share ny training and knowl edge with others," said
Sylvia, who was al so sel ected as the FLETRACEN Sail or of
t he Year.

Vice Adm Craine chief of Naval Education and

Training, presented Navy and Mari ne Corps Conmendati on

Medal s to the other six finalists during the banquet.



Representi ng Naval Technical Training Unit (NTTU),
Keesler Air Force Base, Mss., was Aviation Electronics
Technician First Cass Steven J. Day. The aviation-
war fare-qualified native of Troy, Chio, is a nine-year Navy
veteran and qualified command duty officer.

Representing Naval Air Technical Training Center
(NATTC), Pensacola, Fla., was Aviation Structural Mechanic
First Class Darrell S. Resendez. He is a Coos Bay, Oe.,
native and a 19-year Navy aviation-warfare qualified
veteran assigned as mlitary standards departnent (MDS)
LPQO.

Representi ng Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC),
Corry Station, Pensacola, Fla., was Cryptol ogi c Techni ci an
Petty Oficer First Cass Ronald K Robinette. He is a
surface-warfare-qualified native of Burlington, N. C, as
well as an eight-year Navy veteran

Representing Naval Air Mintenance Training G oup
(NAMTRAGRU), Pensacol a, Fla., was Aviation Structural
Mechanic Petty Oficer First O ass Sophia Loren Hargrove.
She is a Barbados, West Indies native and a 19-year
avi ation-warfare qualified Navy veteran who is an E2/C2
airframe Instructor assigned to Naval Air M ntenance
Training G oup Detachnment ( NAMIRAGRUDET), Norfol k, Va.

Representing Naval Training Center (NTC), Great Lakes,
II'l., was El ectronics Technician First Cass Janes A

Ritch. He is a Wodland, Calif., native and a surface-



warfare qualified ten-year Navy veteran assigned as an

instructor for electronics technician "A" school .

Representing Chief of Naval Air Training (CNATRA),

Corpus Christi, Texas, was Aviation Warfare

Qperator First O ass Christopher D. Caton.

avi ation-warfare-qualified Navy veteran was

Honolulu and is currently assigned to Naval

School s Command ( NAVAVSCOLSCOM), Pensacol a,
- USN-
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